
 

Fact Sheet: US Public opinion 

The following figures and tables document current public opinion on US politics and 
democracy. 

Figure 1.

Public trust in  government near historic lows
% who say they trust the government in Washington to do what is right just about always/most of the time
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Source: Pew Research, December 4, 2025, Public Trust in Government: 1958-2025 

Figure 2.

Partisans differ over how Trump has governed
% who say that since taking office in January, Donald Trump has definitely
or probably ...
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around the world
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Improperly encouraged
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his political opponents

Improperly used his office
to enrich himself or his
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Source: Survey of U.S. adults conducted Sept. 22-28, 2025.
PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Source: Pew Research, October 8, 2025, Most Americans think Trump is trying to exercise more power than 
previous presidents 
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Figure 3.

Democrats overwhelmingly say Trump is trying to
exercise more presidential power and that is bad for
the country; Republicans are more divided
% who say that compared to other recent presidents, Donald Trump is trying
to exercise __ presidential power
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Note: No answer responses are not shown.
Source: Survey of U.S: adults conducted Sept. 22-28. 2025.
PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Source: Pew Research, October 8, 2025, Most Americans think Trump is trying to exercise more power than 
previous presidents

Figure 4.

Majorities say Trump has used his office improperly;
fewer say he has improved government, U.S. standing
% who say that since taking office in January, Donald Trump has ...

Definitely
has not

Probably
has not

Probably
has

Definitely
has

Improved the way
government works

NET NET

Improved the country's standing
around the world

Run an open and
transparent administration

Set a high moral standard
for the presidency

Improperly used his office
to punish those who say

things he does not like
Improperly encouraged

federal investigations of
his political opponents

Improperly used his office
to enrich himself or his

friends and family

Source: Pew Research, October 8, 2025, Most Americans think Trump is trying to exercise more power than 
previous presidents
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Figure 5.

About 7 in 10 Americans say Trump is trying to
exercise more power than previous presidents
% who say that compared to other recent presidents, Donald Trump is
trying to exercise presidential power

Not
sure

Less

About
the same
amount More

% who say Trump exercising
more presidential power
is __ for the country

Bad Good
Not
sure

Note: No answer responses are not shown.
Source: Survey of U.S: adults consulted Sept. 22-28 2025.
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Source: Pew Research, October 8, 2025, Most Americans think Trump is trying to exercise more power than 
previous presidents 

Figure 6.
Presidential "red lines"

Order US Military to use
force against peacful protestors

Allow President to chose private
company to access sensitive data

Send American citiziens to
prisons in countries like El Salvador

Fire government
watchdogs for any reason

Tariff international
goods without Congress

Fire government workers
responsible for cybersecurity

Deport non-citizens for any reason
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Not

Net

The President should
be allowed to do this

Not sure The President should not
be allowed to do this

Support for Governing Norms

Require Congressional approval for acts of war

Allow Congress to end Presidential Emergency Powers after 30 days
Require legal checks on Presidential control of Nat'l Guard

Limit ability of President to deploy troops domestically

Exec. order to change how states run elections

Allow President to redirect disaster relief without vote

Allow President to unilaterally impose tariffs

Allow President to unilaterally close federal agencies

Allow President to block funds allocated be Congress

Allow gov't to take control of US cities

Allow President to enact laws judges deem unconstitutional

Allow Presidents to enact laws without vote in Congress

App Dis Net

Strongly support Somewhat oppose
Somewhat support Strongly oppose
Not sure
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Q. Is Trump going too far?

All

Democrat

Independent

Republican

Trump is doing what's right
Trump is going too far

Not sure

 
Source: Issue One, September 17, 2025, Public opinion toward America’s checks and balances, 

issueone.org/press/new-poll-finds-voters-concerned-about-presidential-power/ 




